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Ark of the
Covenant

Introduction
Hidden within the holiest structure in all of the
camp and within the holiest place of that
sanctuary, was the holiest piece of sanctuary
furniture – the ark of the covenant. All of the
sanctuary services and sacrifices were
performed with the ark of the covenant in mind.
Why such emphasis on the ark? Because within
the ark rested two tablets of stone. Upon these
two stones was writing, written by the very finger
of God. The writing was the moral law of God, the

10 commandments. It was because mankind had
transgressed this law, a law that could not be
changed or eliminated, that the sanctuary was
even necessary. The ark itself was a
representation of the throne of God, or the seat
of His authority. This is why the law was found
within the ark, it is the foundation of His
government. For without law, there is no
government.

The ark consisted of four separate pieces. The
main part was a four sided box with a bottom, all
made from acacia wood and overlaid with gold.
This box had a lid, or cover, which was made
from solid gold and was called the mercy seat.
Fastened to the top of this mercy seat were two

solid gold cherubim, one on each end, facing one
another. It was between these two cherubim that
God’s presence would be seen as an extremely
bright light, sometimes referred to as the
Shekinah.
The ark also had four gold rings, one securely
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fastened at each corner, through which poles or
staves were inserted. God had instructed that
once inserted into the rings, they were never to
be removed from the ark. These poles were also
made of acacia wood and overlaid with gold.
Four priests, one at each end of the poles, would

lift and carry the ark, whenever it was time to
move it. These poles were specifically for
transporting the ark and God had instructed that
this was the only way the Israelites were to move
it.

Study Questions: Ark of the Covenant

1. In what portion of the sanctuary was the ark of the covenant located?
Exodus 26:34

2. Besides the ark, what three objects were in the most holy place? Exodus 16:33, Numbers 17:8-10,
Deuteronomy 31:26

3. What was the lid of the ark called? Exodus 25:21

4. What two objects were on the top of the mercy seat? Exodus 25:18-20

4. Where in the sanctuary was God’s presence manifested? Exodus 25:21, 22

5. What was the ark of the covenant symbolic of? Isaiah 6:1-3

6. How long does God’s throne last? Daniel 2:44, Hebrews 1:8

7. What two objects were inside the ark of the covenant? 1 Kings 8:9

8. What was written on the tables of stone? Exodus 24:12

9. Who actually wrote the ten commandments in stone? Exodus 31:18
Note: The ten commandments are not Moses' law, they are the commandments of God,

spoken first and then written with His own finger.

10. The moral law is a reflection of God's character. Does God change? Malachi 3:6

11. What does the Bible define sin as? 1John 3:4
Note: Sin is the transgression, or violation of God’s moral law, the ten commandments. The

Bible also tells us the penalty for this violation is death.

Law of God
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God chose to write His law in stone. This law is
so important that God would not trust it to a man
to write it down, but rather wrote it in the stone
with His own finger, signifying its perpetual
nature.

However, the ten commandment law was not the
only law found within the most holy place of the
sanctuary. There was another law, added after
man sinned. This law involved sacrificial offerings
that represented a future Deliverer, or Messiah.

When it came to this sacrificial, or ceremonial
law, which described the activities within the
sanctuary, God instructed Moses to write it down.
Moses did so, and wrote it on a scroll. But this
scroll was not placed in the ark, but rather beside
the ark. Why beside the ark and not inside?
Because the ceremonial law was temporary. It
was remedial in nature, whereas the moral law,
perfect from the beginning, is permanent. The
ceremonial law used symbols to describe

Ceremonial Law

12. So, we are all sinners, having violated God's law and thus we all deserve judgment. Now the ark
of the covenant, being a symbol of God's throne, should logically be termed “seat of judgment”. But
what does God call the solid gold covering over His law? Hebrews 9:3-5

Note: For those who enter into the new covenant by faith, there is mercy promised. The term
mercyseat in this passage means “propitiation” or to expiate, or to “atone for”. There is a judgment,
but for the penitent sinner, it is one of mercy.

13. Whom does this mercyseat or propitiation represent? Romans 3:24,25
Note: It is through Jesus Christ alone that we can have mercy and pardon from the penalty of sin.
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A New Commandment

20. What did Jesus declare to be the two great commandments? Matthew 22:37-39

Note: We can summarize both of these commands in one word - “love”. Love for God and love
for mankind. Jesus said that all the law and prophets(old testament) hang, or are summarized, in the
command to love.

21. Was this command to love unique to the new covenant, or was the very same command at the
very heart of the old covenant also? Deuteronomy 6:5, Leviticus 19:18

Note: God's goal for every human being is to love as He loves – unconditionally. This is the
whole purpose of the plan of salvation. The journey is designed to teach us how to love.

22. Does Jesus command to love thy neighbor replace God's ten commandments? 1John 5:2,3
Note: The two great commandments quoted by Jesus do not replace the ten commandments,

the true plan of salvation that was to come, with
the appearing of the promised Messiah. The
purpose of the plan of salvation is to provide a
path back to a willing obedience to the moral law

that we have broken. Understanding this
distinction will be a great help as our studies
progress further into the sanctuary symbols and
fulfillments.

14. Why was the ceremonial, or sacrificial law added? Galatians 3:19
Note: It was because of the fall of man in Eden, that God implemented the plan of salvation.

The ceremonial law is a “teaching aid”, to help understand the plan of salvation and to enable us to
recognize the Messiah, Jesus Christ. It shows us the path back to fellowship with God. The
ceremonial law was added, because the moral law was broken.

15. On what material was the ceremonial law written? Deuteronomy 31:24

16. Who wrote the ceremonial law? Deuteronomy 31:24

17. God wrote the ten commandments on stone with His own finger. Moses wrote the ceremonial law
on a scroll with his own hand. Which of these two laws does the Bible describe as a witness against
us? Deuteronomy 31:24, 26

18. The ten commandment law was placed inside the ark, to signify its importance and eternal nature.
Where was the ceremonial law placed? Deuteronomy 31:25, 26

19. How long was the ceremonial law to last? Colossians 2:14-17
Note: The ceremonial law was temporary, a representation of the life and events surrounding

the Messiah who was to come, who would carry out the true plan of salvation. It was a shadow of the
things to come. Its purpose then was to educate mankind to recognize the coming Messiah, but once
the true plan was implemented in the life of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, it still had value, as it does
today, but that value remains as it always was - educational, not salvational.
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they are simply a summary of the ten. Commandments one through four, define our responsibility to
God. Commands five through ten define our duty to our neighbor. They actually are designed to
reveal sin, or the lack of love within our own hearts, thus pointing us to the Savior.

23. Under the old covenant the ten commandment law was written on tablets of stone. Under the new
covenant, where is this law written? Hebrews 8:10

Note: The moral law, or ten commandment law that was written on tables of stone, is the same
moral law that is written on the hearts and minds of new covenant believers. There was no change to
this law, for it cannot be altered without destroying it in entirety. According to James 2:10, the violation
of one point, or one command of the ten, is to be guilty of breaking the entire law, for it is one law, not
ten separate laws. If it is written in our hearts, it will be manifested in our words and deeds.

24. Within the context of new covenant, how does the Bible describe the moral law of God, the ten
commandments? James 1:25

Note: The Bible consistently promotes the law of God as a law of freedom, or liberty. The
violation of this law the Bible calls sin. It is because of sin that we need a Savior and a plan of
salvation. This plan of salvation is designed to bring us back to willing obedience to God's law. The
law exposes the sin in our lives and points us to a Savior. The Savior then pardons us of that sin and
empowers us to obey. This is the goal of salvation.

An Eternal Most Holy Place

25. In the sanctuary, the most holy place was equal in width, length and height. In the very center of
the most holy place was the ark of the covenant, representing God’s throne. In Revelation 21:16 we
read that the holy city New Jerusalem is also equal in height, width, and length. What is found within
the New Jerusalem? Revelation 22:3

26. The “Shekinah”, or God’s presence between the cherubim, above the mercy seat, was the only
source of light in the most holy place. What is the source of light in the new Jerusalem? Revelation
21:23

27. Who is it that is able to enter into the city of New Jerusalem and eat from the tree of life?
Revelation 22:14

Conclusion

The ark of the covenant was the central focus of
all the old testament sanctuary activities. It was a
representation of God’s throne. Every
government rules by law, and God’s government
is no different. His law is found within the ark of
the covenant in heaven. It is because mankind
has broken this law, that the ceremonial law was

added. This ceremonial law was not the plan of
salvation, but rather a representation of the true
plan of salvation through the Messiah, Jesus
Christ.
God’s moral law is perpetual and stands as long
as His throne stands. It is the very foundation of
His authority and kingdom. It is a law of love.
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In fact, Jesus declared that the law could be
summed up in two commands to love: love for
God, and love for mankind. This law of love
written on stone in the old covenant sanctuary is
the same law that is written on the hearts of new
covenant believers. It is by the power of the Holy
Spirit that God brings His people away from

rebellion and disobedience, back to willing
obedience in a new life, along with the promise of
a new heavens and new earth, where God will
dwell in the very midst of His people.
This is why there is such a focus on the ark of the
covenant, both in the old testament sanctuary
and in the sanctuary in heaven.

28. The Bible describes Lucifer as an anointed what? Ezekiel 28:13-15

29. Lucifer allowed pride to take root and he rebelled against the authority of God. This conflict
resulted in Lucifer, or the devil, being cast where? Revelation 12:7-9

30. Whose position does Lucifer, or Satan seek to take? Isaiah 14:12-14
Note: The battle we find ourselves in on earth is the confict between Christ and Satan. Satan's

goal is to have the worship of all mankind, by wllful choice or by deception, to sit as God upon his
throne.

31. How does Satan’s rule end? Ezekiel 28:17,18
Note: God offers eternal life. Satan offers death for eternity. It is up to each person, individually,

to choose their own destiny.

32. Does Satan have his own law by which his followers obey? Romans 7:23
Note: We all begin life as a slave to the law of sin and death. This is why it is so difficult, yea

impossible to obey God's commandments without Christ. Christ is the only way out of bondage to the
law of sin and death.

33. Does Satan also have a city from which he rules from? Revelation 17:4-6, 18

34. Jesus Christ is the representative of God the Father, sent to save mankind. Does Satan, the
Dragon, have a representative on earth to try to deceive mankind? Revelation 13:2

35. At the very end, there will be only two groups of people, those who worship the
and those who keep the of God. Revelation 14:11,12

Note: There are two opposing paths, two opposite rewards. The choice is yours. Choose life.

Counterfeit


